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CONCORD is the European confederation of relief and development NGOs. Its 22 national
associations and 19 international networks represent over 1,600 NGOs which are supported by
millions of citizens across Europe. CONCORD leads reflection and political actions
and regularly engages in dialogue with the European institutions and other civil
society organisations. CONCORD is part of the Global Call to Action against Poverty.
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A WORD FROM PETER BALLANTYNE FROM EUFORIC
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Ten years ago in 1997, a group of organisations got together to establish Euforic as a platform to share information on
international cooperation activities involving Europe. We decided to use a new tool called the ‘world wide web’ that was
just getting going. The founding members of the cooperative were the ACP Secretariat, APRODEV, EUROSTEP,
CIDSE, CLONG (now CONCORD), and ECDPM.

Our starting point was the need to create information and share facilities and spaces where ‘we’ would feel comfortable
and where our efforts could be made visible and be shared. In the beginning, we spent much effort building up our first
web sites.” We were joined by other like-minded groups such as CIDOB, CTA, EADI, ICCO, IDS, IPS Europe, ODI,
OEFSE, and others.

Nowadays, of course, we all have our own web sites and portals and we increasingly use a growing number of
Internet-based tools to communicate and share what we do and forge collaborations. Keeping up with the crowd is,
however, still a challenge; as is keeping abreast of technical opportunities that can help us do our jobs more effectively.

At Euforic, therefore, we concentrate on a couple of main activities.

First, with our members and other partners we bring together and re-disseminate information on international
cooperation. We offer a kind of news and research alerting and library service on different issues, themes, and
countries. This mixes up different sources and perspectives and has a European ‘flavour. We provide content in
several languages and are one of a very few initiatives to have completely bilingual French and English services. We
don't collect all information together, but we signpost where it will probably be.

In doing this, we use a mix of approaches and tools, including new things like blogs, wikis, newsfeeds, social
bookmarks, and dgroups, as well as collective calendars and search tools. These allow us to much more efficiently,
and at very low cost, track, present, and share information on different themes and countries. It also allows readers of
this Flash, for instance, to sign up to information alerts or publish our news on their own web sites, and, by using
similar tools, to automatically and seamlessly get their own information into Euforic and other similar services. Follow
the ‘rss feeds’ link on our web site to see the issues we cover and how to sign up for free.
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Second, we work with our members and others to enhance their information, knowledge sharing and communication
capacities. Precisely by working together we can share lessons and approaches we learned and collectively build
much more intelligent ways to share information and communicate about development. This mainly involves running
awareness and fraining events, in March with CONCORD for example, and working intensively with some
organisations on their own approaches and tools. We will focus on some of these issues in more depth at the Euforic
Annual Meeting in Brussels on 5 and 6 June.

There is much talk in Europe of issues like coordination, coherence, effectiveness, and partnership; we believe these
processes are only possible when the organisations and people involved are well informed and can effectively
communicate their views.

We are excited that CONCORD will rejoin Euforic and we look forward to working with the Secretariat and other
CONCORD members to build a cooperative Europe-wide communication platform on development issues. We are also
keen to find partners and collaborators to improve our collective work.
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Peter Ballantyne

For further information, www.euforic.org - info@euforic.org

! You can still see early ones at: web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/aprodev;
web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/liaison; web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/eurostep
web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/ecdpm ; web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/euforic;
web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/cidse; web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.oneworld.org/acpsec.
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CONCORD IN ACTION

CONCORD Position Statement on the Global HIV and AIDS Pandemic

In 2001, for the very first time, world leaders acknowledged that HIV and AIDS are not just a health issue but a “global
emergency and one of the most formidable challenges to human life and dignity”. Six years after the Declaration of
Commitment on HIV and AIDS (UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV and AIDS, June 2001), the AIDS
emergency still demands unwavering political leadership, significantly increased and predictable human and financial
resources, and a comprehensive and effective rights-based response based on what works.

Following a broad and inclusive process of consultation of its member organisations, CONCORD has officially agreed
its policy position on the global HIV and AIDS pandemic. CONCORD is urging the European Union (EU) to address
immediately the AIDS pandemic as a global emergency and to take a leading role in the international response,
challenging and inspiring other international partners in working together to tackle HIV and AIDS and achieving
universal access to comprehensive prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010.

As European NGOs, we are dismayed by the continuing gap between agreements, commitments and visible action by
the EU institutions and Member States. In particular, the statement draws attention to specific policy clashes, the
quality and quantity of aid for HIV and AIDS and the central role of those living with HIV and AIDS (along with broader
civil society) in policy development and decision-making.

For further information: Ester Asin Martinez (ester.asin@concordeurope.org)

CONCORD forges stronger links with the Latin-American NGO platforms

From 21 to 23 March, Gérard Karlshausen, on behalf of the Board of CONCORD, represented the confederation at a
series of meetings organised in Santiago, Chile, by the "mesa de articulacién” (liaison / links table) of the Latin-
American NGOs. Twelve national associations and four regional networks currently belong to this initiative. The
French, Portuguese, Spanish and Belgian platforms were also represented. With their active participation, the "Mesa"
held a remarkable seminar at the University of Chile on "social cohesion and development financing: the role of civil
society", which was attended by over a hundred participants.

It also provided an opportunity for several work meetings, which led notably to two initiatives between CONCORD and
the Latin-American platforms. One involved discussion about participation by the European Confederation in the
resource centre set up at the initiative of Coordination Sud (France) and Accién (Chile) with CONGAD (Senegal) and
Vani (India). This is a website, due to be inaugurated in June, aimed at stepping up synergies and the adoption of
common positions by NGOs from the four continents. The other was the idea of a meeting between European and
Latin-American platforms in Brussels in September: this initiative was agreed in principle, and its main practical aspects
were decided on. It is due to be held on 11 September, the day after the annual meeting of CONCORD'’s platforms.
These two activities belong under CONCORD’s policy of drawing closer to similar organisations in the South, as
included in our strategic plan.

For further information: gerard.karlshausen@cncd.be

What EU-Africa strategy?

The European strategy "The EU and Africa: Towards a Strategic Partnership" was formally endorsed by the European
Union (EU) Heads of State and Government at the Brussels European Council on 15-16 December 2005. This strategy
has been widely described as unilateral. However, the European Commission and EU Member States are now keen to
develop a strategy jointly with the African Union (AU) in preparation for the next EU-Africa summit which it is planned to
hold in Lisbon during the Portuguese presidency.

Accordingly, a new joint consultation process has recently been launched by the European Commission, mainly
because it is widely acknowledged that the process for designing the EU-Africa strategy in 2005 was flawed and non-
inclusive, particularly where CSOs and African regional organisations and states were concerned.

CONCORD believes that a complex website and a 3-month process is not a meaningful or respectful way to engage
African and European civil society and ensure real ownership. We urge all the actors involved to start a serious debate
with governments, parliaments and civil society constituencies on the future of EU-Africa relations. CONCORD is
contributing to the European Parliament’s own-initiative report on the EU-Africa strategy currently being prepared by
Maria Martens, a Member of the European Parliament.


http://www.concordeurope.org/Files/media/internetdocumentsENG/4_Publications/3_CONCORDs_positions_and_studies/Positions 2007/CONCORDHIVAIDSpositionMarch07.doc
mailto:ester.asin@concordeurope.org
mailto:gerard.karlshausen@cncd.be
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A strategy such as the EU-Africa one should be based on in-depth debates and exchanges with all the stakeholders.
It is not possible to develop a substantial strategy within such a short time- . We therefore suggest developing the
strategy in two stages, up to the end of 2008. The EU-AU Summit envisaged for November 2007 in Lisbon, if it
happens, must be a milestone in this process and not an end in itself.

The basis of any engagement must be a fair, open process, engaging above all African civil society. Institutions must
be willing to open up and take the concerns of EU and African citizens into account in developing a shared vision for
the future of EU-Africa relations. To achieve real partnership, the EU must be ready to learn from African experience
and analysis.

It is clear that the EU'’s ability to play, effectively, the role to which it aspires, will critically depend on the support it has
from its own citizens. Drawing up the Africa strategy could provide a timely opportunity to launch broad European and
national debates about the future of relations between Europe and Africa.

For further information: Ester Asin Martinez (ester.asin@concordeurope.org)

The European Food Security Group reacts to "Advancing African Agriculture™

A new paper is out: the European Commission (EC) discussion paper, “Advancing African Agriculture”. The
European Food Security Group (EFSG) and CONCORD’s Cotonou Group have not let the opportunity slip and have
already sent their comments back to DG Development. The nine-page submission welcomes some points in the EC’s
draft document (not yet published), and underlines some points of contention for which it proposes clear
recommendations.

The welcome points are:
+ The high standard of the overall level of analysis of the problems facing African agriculture.. .
+ The recognition of the role that agriculture can play in poverty eradication and development.

¢ The focus on African-led initiatives, such as the Comprehensive African Agricultural Development
Programme (CAADP).

¢ The recognition of the differences that exist between African countries at a regional level, and internally
within countries.

The main points of contention are the EC’s limited consultation process and some key areas neglected in “Advancing
African Agriculture”;

¢ The role and rights of women in African agriculture.
The linkages between health and agriculture.

.

¢ Policy coherence.

¢ Inclusion of rural stakeholders.
*

An overall lack of clarity regarding the types of farming being targeted.

DG Development duly thanked the CONCORD groups for their comments and undertook to consider all the
recommendations made. CONCORD signalled its intention to continue to engage actively with the Commission during
the next phase of the consultation process.

CONCORD / VENRO International Conference on “Prospects for Africa — Europe’s Policies”

As in 2006, Africa is the big topic of the year. Consequently, NGOs active in relation to the German Presidency of the
European Union highlighted it during the main event of their "Presidential" campaign — the CONCORD / VENRO
international conference entitied "Prospects for Africa — Europe’s Policies", organised by VENRO (the German national
NGO platform) and held on 12 March, ahead of the informal development ministers’ Council meeting in Petersberg. It
was attended by 250 people.

Discussions focused mainly on the negotiation of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs), the future of the EU-
Africa partnership and the role of European and African NGOs. On the EPAs, NGO speakers and participants strongly
urged Federal Development Minister Wieczorek-Zeul, who attended the meeting, to refrain from imposing short
deadlines. It is crucial to develop mechanisms for a fair distribution of the desired EPA impacts and to ensure that they
will really contribute to combating poverty in ACP countries.


mailto:ester.asin@concordeurope.org
http://www.concordeurope.org/Files/media/internetdocumentsENG/4_Publications/3_CONCORDs_positions_and_studies/Positions 20032006/EFSGsubmissionECAdvancingAfricanAgricultureFeb2007FINAL.doc
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With the forthcoming presidencies in mind, Portuguese and Slovenian Secretaries of State Jodo Cravinho and Andrej
Ster presented their development programmes and the planned steps for fulfilling the existing commitments to ensure
coherence between EU policies in terms of development. Mr Cravinho also spoke about the challenges ahead the EU-
Africa summit that is due to take place during the Portuguese presidency. A common EU-Africa strategy can only be
credible and sustainable if European and African civil society is sufficiently involved in formulating it. Louis Michel took
the floor mainly to criticise the role of NGOs in the decision-making process, and to stress that NGO are not entitled to
speak at a political level.

In vigorous speeches, Agnes Abuom of the World Council of Churches and Justin Kilcullen, president of CONCORD,
responded by illustrating the important role NGO are playing in both Africa and Europe as agents of change,
empowering citizens and democracy, holding governments to account and contributing to the formulation of public
policies.

For further information: Anke Kurat (a.kurat@venro.org)

ACTION OF THE MONTH
Civil Society Open Forum with Louis Michel

Just a few days after having attended the CONCORD/VENRO conference on "Prospects for Africa",
Commissioner Louis Michel received 60 participants from a wide range of European civil society organisations,
including CONCORD, at the first Civil Society Open Forum organised by DG Development on 20 March. Would
his message about NGOs be different this time? Not really.

Although the main topics to be discussed were originally the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and the
EU-Africa strategy, following some meetings and intense discussions with the Commission and within
CONCORD the Commission had to change the objectives and agenda for the meeting. The 20 March meeting
was to include a political discussion about the possibility of a civil society dialogue on development and a
discussion about structured dialogue and how it could be organised — the EU-Africa strategy would be the
“case-study” to determine future plans and actions.

While the Commissioner acknowledged that the dialogue with civil society so far had been fragmented and not
timely enough, and he proposed to set up a “contact group”, consisting of EC and civil society representatives,
the outcome of this first meeting can be considered disappointing. Indeed, some essential elements of the
dialogue with civil society were hardly discussed at all, and there were no clear indications about the scope of
the dialogue or the contact group. On the EU-Africa strategy, which was supposed to be the case-study on how
to structure a dialogue, the Commissioner simply listed the timetable of the main stages in the official
consultation, and there was no room to modify either the current process or the consultation timetable.

The new “contact group” is supposed to be convened on 20 April. Yet no clear information is available on the
objectives or composition of this contact group, on its timetable, or on the issues it is to deal with... Considering
the quite negative experience many NGO have been having with the current Contact Group with DG TRADE,
the enthusiasm at the meeting was very limited.

For CONCORD, it is important not to close down dialogue channels. Our goal would therefore be to pursue a
more effective and relevant dialogue with the Commission services and Directors etc., whether or not there is
“dialogue” with the Commissioner.

For further information: Olivier Consolo (oconsolo@concordeurope.org).

A new EU strategy for gender equality

To mark International Women’s Day on 8 March, the European Commission presented its new strategy for promoting
gender equality and women’s empowerment in development cooperation. This strategy is new in that not only does it
provide guidelines on how to improve gender mainstreaming, but it also suggests a number of concrete actions in five
key areas: governance, employment, education, health and domestic violence. This communication also recognises
the role of budget support for the promotion of gender equality and places emphasis on gender-sensitising the country
strategy papers (CSPs).


mailto:a.kurat@venro.org
mailto:oconsolo@concordeurope.org
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For CONCOROD, this is a timely and crucial initiative which will help to ensure that the strong commitments made by the
European Commission and the Member States to put gender equality at the heart of development policies will be put
into practice. CONCORD also made a number of contributions during the drafting process of this document.

Gender equality is a crucial but often neglected area of development policy. To ensure that this strategy is effectively
implemented it will be important to watch over the European Commission’s progress in this area. CONCORD has
already written to the European Parliament Development Committee asking it to take into account this new strategy for
gender equality when monitoring and evaluating the work of the Commission in this area, especially in screening the
CSPs for gender analysis. CONCORD also stresses the need to ensure policy coherence for development in this
process.

CONCORD welcomes this strategy and will be following its implementation closely to ensure that the joint commitment
of CONCORD and the EU in achieving gender equality becomes a reality.

To consult the EC Communication on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment in Development Cooperation:
http://ec.europa.eu/development/body/theme/human_social/pol_gender2_en.htm

For further information: Nathalie Ewing, CONCORD secretariat, newing@concordeurope.org

NGOs feel excluded from the “Non-State Actors” and other thematic programmes

As you know, the European Commission has totally changed the way in which it will fund development aid from 2007
onwards. The new Development Co-operation Instrument (DCI), and the related geographic and thematic
programmes, should mean more simplified and rationalised aid — amounting to a total of 16.8 billion Euro in 2007-
2013,

Within the DCI, NGOs do in principle have access to all geographic and thematic programmes. The specific thematic
programme on "Non-State actors and local authorities in development” (NSA/LA), however, will co-finance initiatives
proposed and/or carried out by civil society organisations and local authorities and so is an actor-oriented programme
that supports the right of initiative of NGOs. As for the other programmes, the European Commission (EC) has come
up with an NSA-LA strategy paper 2007-2010 to make the general policies more concrete. This document is now
going to be discussed in the DCI committee of the Council and probably also by the European Parliament (under its
right of scrutiny).

CONCORD has analysed the NSA/LA and other of the EC’s strategies and is seriously worried. There are many
good intentions and promises, in the DCI regulation texts and in the strategy papers, to respond to initiatives from
NGOs and to involve civil society in the EU’s development policies and their implementation. But CONCORD concern
is that these will be lost through the implementation of the thematic programmes, or through geographic
programming, the main instrument. CONCORD fears that the practice will be very different from the rhetoric, because
already the reality at EC level shows that;

¢ There s little commitment to opening up geographic programmes to CSOs.

¢ There is a perceptible and strong tendency to use thematic programmes for influencing global agendas at
the expense of responding directly to innovative and valuable CSO initiatives.

¢ There are no clear guidelines from the European Commission Headquarters to the EC Delegations on best
practice as regards the Call for Proposals procedure or the definition of eligibility criteria. This could lead to
irregular and unpredictable calls for proposals and arbitrary selection procedures.

¢ Proposed procedures for the implementation of the Thematic Strategy Papers do not include consultation
with civil society.

¢ There is increased attention given to focus countries, where it is unclear how the countries have been
chosen.

¢ There is hardly any contact or discussion between the geographic and thematic desks at the European
Commission, resulting in a lack of clarity regarding the complementarity between the thematic and
geographic programmes.

CONCORD has sent urgent letters to Member States and the secretariat of the Development Committee in the
European Parliament to alert them and to ask for their support and careful scrutiny.

CONCORD has also contributed to the own-initiative report by MEP Pierre Schapira (France, PSE, also President of

Euro-cities) on the “Role of local authorities in development” which was adopted on 15 March by the European
Parliament. . This report reflects on the moves in the sector of decentralised cooperation and pleads for a broader role

6
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for local authorities in the definition, implementation and evaluation of EU development policies and in the process of
managing aid from EU funds. It argues that local authorities are entitled to manage EU aid for three reasons: they
have electoral legitimacy; they are much closer to citizens, have experience of local needs and help increase
participation by the population; and, finally, local authorities have gained experience in a wide variety of development-
related areas. Consequently, the report suggests focusing on decentralisation in the geographic programmes to be
revised in 2008/2009, and calls on the Commission to increase funding for "NSAs".

The report also tackle the relations between local authorities and civil society: on the one hand, it stresses the "need
to promote dialogue between local authorities and Non State Actors" for the purpose of acting in a complementary
and coherent manner in the implementation of local development projects funded by the European Union. On the
other , the text considers that "it is important to make a clear distinction between the specific role of local authorities
and that of NSAs, in terms of their sphere of competence, legitimacy, and experience (...)". NGOs are indeed often
criticised for lacking the needed "legitimacy" because they are not formally representative of a constituency.
However, the several million citizens working in or supporting about 3,000 European NGOs can be considered a
source of legitimacy. Development NGOs are also recognised as contributing valuable skills and expertise.

In a way, MEPs do recognise the representative role played by CONCORD, as the report calls on the Commission to
“establish a partnership with a platform of European associations representing local authorities active in the field of
cooperation and modelled on CONCORD" in order to facilitate dialogue and cooperation with the EU institutions.

For further information: Alwin Loeckx,(aloeckx@concordeurope.org) and Vincent Lepage
(assistant@concordeurope.org)

A vision of development awareness in Europe for the 21st century

On 26 February the first European Multi-stakeholder Development Education (DE) Steering Group meeting took place
to develop a common vision of what Development awareness in Europe should be for the 21st century.

There is strong evidence to suggest that a general public that is more informed (and critical) about global development
issues is vital in order to sustain the political will of European governments to meet their Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) commitments. In short, countries that are higher spenders on development awareness have, in general, higher
ODA/GNI ratios. Despite this, there is, to date, no overarching European policy framework on development education
and public awareness to support and complement the work at EU Member-State level.

For the first time, representatives from a broad array of civil society, governmental and inter-governmental
organisations have now started to concretely spell out what could be a European development education policy
framework, why, and through what process. Representatives from the current German Presidency, the future
Portuguese Presidency, and the Belgian, Polish and Irish Ministries of Foreign Affairs/Development; the European
Commission; the OECD Development Centre; UNDP Slovakia; the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe;
Global Education Network Europe (GENE); the European Youth Forum; DEEEP (Development Education Exchange
in Europe Project); and CONCORD's Development Education Forum (DEF) are holding discussions within a Steering
Group.

This group has agreed that the Strategic Framework should be partly a "Vision", containing challenging, forward-
looking political thinking on DE/AR in the 21st century, and should at the same time be partly a practitioner’s guide,
complete with practical tools and guidelines. The focus will be on the EU, although it will deal with global issues and
general principles and objectives and so will not be Euro-centric. The Vision will also stress the strong coherence
between national and EU policies, and between all the activities of the stakeholders involved. Its broad aim will be to
ensure greater understanding of development issues among the European public. Its precise objectives and structure
are being worked on. The =Vision will be a tool to support the work of all the stakeholders. Emphasis will be put on
quality, highlighting best practice, and it will be self-critical and forward-looking, offering a long-term vision for DE/AR
beyond 2015 and the Millennium Development Goals. This could be a specific follow-up to the 2005 European
Consensus for Development, and a contribution to Wallstrom'’s Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate.

The Steering Group will continue to develop firm proposals on the Vision to present to the wider plenary group of
DE/AR experts, hopefully in the autumn. As its aim is to support existing coordination structures and parallel
processes, relevant external events by the different stakeholders will be fed into the work of the Vision. One of these
events will be the DEEEP Summer School on “Achieving the MDGs: the role of Development Education” which will be
held in Slovakia from 26 June to 2 July. DEEEP will be sure to keep you updated of the developments of this multi-
stakeholder process — now that it has well and truly kicked off!

For further information: Adam Davies (a.davies@deeep.org), DEEEP Advocacy Officer.



mailto:aloeckx@concordeurope.org
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CONCORD at the EU-ACP Joint Parliamentary Assembly

The Joint Parliamentary Assembly brought together parliamentarians from ACP countries with Members of the
European Parliament to discuss the issue of governance in a hearing on 21 March 2007. CONCORD had the
opportunity to sent two representatives: Angela Haynes, from HelpAge International and representing BOND, who
presented the European NGO perspectives, and Paul Samangassou, Incoming Executive Secretary of Caritas Africa,
who presented perspectives from African civil society.

Angela Haynes emphasised the importance of good governance for sustainable development and highlighted the
need for a European Union concept of good governance to be based on international human rights law, to promote
domestic accountability and to include an international dialogue for all countries to share learning and best practice.
She also raised key concerns highlighted in the Cotonou Working Group’s paper "Whose Governance", calling for
clarification on the criteria, indicators and forms of measurement to be used in the “governance profiles” which will
assess a country’s performance and its eligibility for funds from the 2.7 billion Euro incentive tranche. She stressed
the need to work within the framework of the Cotonou Agreement to ensure real partnership between the ACP and
EU countries in developing an owned good governance agenda, and real participation by parliaments and civil
society, including the most marginalised.

/11 HSV'1d

Paul Samangassou highlighted some of the negative consequences of poor governance including abuse of power
due to lack of government accountability and elections which are not fair or transparent. He identified the need for
increased participation by citizens in decision-making in order to achieve good governance. The role for civil society
organisations (CSO) in this is to create spaces to facilitate participation by citizens, but they need to work with public
institutions. He gave the example of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers: while this is an example of how CSOs can
play arole, it is not enough in terms of good governance.
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The ensuing debate was wide-ranging and included a discussion on the role of governance in the Cotonou
Agreement, the ACP’s understanding of good governance, the African Peer Review Mechanism and need for best
practice examples, and the role of CSOs. Some ACP parliamentarians criticised CSO criticism and monitoring of
governments, arguing that they should work with their governments instead. Others welcomed the distinct role of
CSOs in ensuring participation, accountability and scrutiny of government, but there was agreed recognition of the
distinct roles played by civil society and parliaments. There was consensus on the fact that donor funds should not go
to corrupt governments, but also concern that EU member states need to address their responsibility in causing or
perpetuating bad governance in ACP countries.
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Angela Haynes concluded that European NGOs fulfill a range of roles, but one very important one is holding their
governments and the EC to account for their actions and behaviour in relations to partners in the South. While NGOs
are not in favour of externally imposed conditionality, they do support conditionality from below, where calls for
governance reforms by broad-based coalitions of in-country actors including parliamentarians and civil society are
supported by external donors. For his part, Paul Samangassou concluded that the role of parliaments and CSOs are
complimentary, as was demonstrated in Cameroon where CSOs organised workshops to raise parliamentarians’
awareness on issues relating to the EPAs. CSOs have also stepped in in situations where governments have not
been capable of playing their role, taking on their functions.
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For further information: Angela Haynes, EU Representative HelpAge International: ahaynes@helpageinternational.org
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“Give us reasons to celebrate Europe before 2057!"

50 years ago on 25 March the Treaty of Rome establishing the European Economic Community (EEC) was signed by
France, West Germany, ltaly, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg. This was a first step towards what is today
the EU. Since then, under the banner of the Civil Society Contact Group representatives of the largest European
networks of NGOs, including CONCORD, have worked hard to establish a common understanding of an agenda they
like to see for the future of the EU. The outcome of these discussions is a statement that reflects concerns widely
shared in civil society across Europe about the common, urgent challenges in Europe and the world. The statement
calls for the European Union to take the lead politically on major global challenges: climate change, energy security
and the increased pressure on the environment;

=

¢ Persistent poverty, inequalities and discrimination within and outside Europe;
¢ Human security as affected in large parts of the world by conflict, human rights abuse and failing rule of law;

8
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¢ Clobalisation causing interdependence on all major fronts of human endeavour;
¢ Credible leadership to bring about effective democratic global governance.”

To be legitimate, this leadership needs to rely on long-standing values that can inspire people within and outside
Europe. These include respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law, social justice, equality between
women and men, non-discrimination, solidarity and protection of the environment.

For further information or to see the e-card, click here to read the Civil Society Contact Group statement.

DG Development shows steps taken to enhance Policy Coherence for Development

"Even though the concept of policy coherence for development (PCD) was enshrined in the Treaties a long time ago,
the issue has never made it all the way up to Commissioner level. Until now", reflected Bernard Petit, Deputy Director-
General, at DG Development's meeting on this topic, on 1 March. Since October 2006, a rolling Work Programme on
Policy Coherence for Development has been approved by the Member States of the European Union.

Policy coherence is all about optimising policy decisions, about the balancing of different interests. Policy coherence
for development means that the possible impact on developing countries of EU policy decisions is seriously taken into
account. Naturally, the EU still faces trade-offs between legitimate interests that are not necessarily compatible.
"Things have changed, however, since the adoption of the MDG package", stressed Bernard Petit, "development is not
always losing out any more".

Apart from the inevitable conflicts of interests, he identifies two other main challenges for the future, in terms of PCD.
First, the divergent positions of member states on policy issues such as agriculture and fisheries. The ACP
themselves, however, are not exactly a homogenous group of countries either. "We are ambitious but realistic," Petit
underlined. In order to take progress on PCD further, discussion and consultation with civil society and NGOs remain
important.
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The meeting on 1 March was organised by DG Development to demonstrate, first and foremost, how the EU
implements mechanisms and tools that lead to improved coherence between development policy and other policy
areas. "The new unit A/1, forward-looking policy agenda and PCD, has become the focal point for PCD within the
Commission," explained Frangoise Moreau, Head of Unit. She pointed out that, indeed, as was suggested by the EU
Coherence Programme, the role of the Secretariat-General of the Commission — responsible for the overall
coordination between the different DGs — has been increased, now that the Inter-service Consultation Group has
become an official Commission working group. Last but not least, the Impact Assessment System, which evaluates
the consequences of new policy proposals, now contains a section devoted to PCD.
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The first Biennial Report on PCD is currently being prepared by the Commission on the basis of a questionnaire sent
out to all the Member States. "It will be a kind of naming and shaming exercise, demonstrating what the European
Commission and the Member States have done to keep their commitments to policy coherence for development,"
commented Petit. The PCD Report is due in October of this year.

It is clear that strong commitment within DG Development has led to the improved functioning of the different
mechanisms within the Commission structures, designed to enhance PCD. However, DG Development by itself
cannot guarantee that development-friendly alternatives to policy proposals will be seriously contemplated in all policy
areas. Efforts should now be aimed at communicating the importance of PCD to other DGs as well.
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For further information: Else Boonstra, EU Coherence Programme, www.eucoherence.org

THE EUROPE FILES
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This column reports on the new appointments made in the last month, both in development NGOs and in the EU
institutions.
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European NGOs

%  Oxfam: Alexander Woollcombe, alexander.woollcoombe@oxfaminternational.org, is the new press officer of the
Brussels office.

%  Belgium: the new general address for SOS Faim Belgique is: info.be@sosfaim.org.
% Hanna Lauha is the new EU Project Advisor at the Finnish NGDO Platform to the EU: hanna.lauha@kehys fi
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%  Mrs Aoife Black is the new EU Policy and Advocacy officer of Trocaire (Ireland): ablack@trocaire.ie

% Richard Bennett is taking a six-month sabbatical from BOND, from Easter until early October. His direct
replacement as Acting General Secretary is Charlotte Imbert, currently Learning & Training Manager.

EU institutions

% European Parliament: MEP Mircea Cosea of Romania, previously a member of the Alliance for Liberals and
Democrats for Europe (ALDE) group, has joined the far-right group, Identity, Tradition and Sovereignty (ITS).
POST, Joop (Netherlands-EPP-DE) and PUSCAS, Vasile (Romania, PES) are replacing EURLINGS, Camiel and
CORLATEAN, Titus respectively.

% European Commission: Louis Michel, the European commissioner for development policy and humanitarian aid,
will be taking unpaid leave from the Commission from 12 May to 10 June. His post will be filled temporarily by Olli
Rehn, the Finnish commissioner for enlargement.

CONFERENCES ORGANISED BY CONCORD AND ITS MEMBERS

2007

% 12 March: Pan-European conference for the German Presidency on European Partnership Agreements and Africa —
Bonn. Contact: easin@concordeurope.org

# 14 March: Web 2.0 training, in partnership with Euforic-Brussels, CONCORD office: aphilippart@concordeurope.org
#* 25-26 March: TRIALOG central training — Estonia or Romania. Info: www.trialog.or.at

% 26-27 April: Seminar on capacity-buildings in the national platforms — co-organised by CONCORD, Coprogram,
Coordination Sud and Acodev — Brussels. Info: avogt@concordeurope.org

% 25 June - 2 July: DEEEP Summer School on "Achieving the Millennium Development Goals: the role of
development education" - Slovakia. Info: www.deeep.org — Zuzana Deékova, secretariat@mvro.sk or Angelo
Caserta, DEEEP Co-ordinator, a.caserta@deeep.org.

2008

+* Summer: CONCORD/DEEEP Summer School on "Getting poverty on the political agenda, the role of Development
Education" — the Netherlands (tbc)

FORTHCOMING WORK MEETINGS

¥ 13 April. CONCORD Board meeting — Brussels

+ 26 April: Advisory group — Brussels

# 23-25 May: Development Education Forum — Luxembourg

% 7-8 June: €< CONCORD General Assembly — Brussels

% 12-13 June: FDR meeting — Brussels

¥ 26 June - 2 July: Development Education Summer School - Slovakia
¥ 28 June: CONCORD Board meeting — Bratislava

+ 6 September (tied to Aid Watch seminar) — Brussels (tbc)

+ 25 September: CONCORD Board meeting — Brussels

% 23-24 October: FDR meeting — Brussels

% 24-25 October: Development Education Forum - Brussels

+ 26 November: Advisory group — Brussels

¥ 27-28 November: CONCORD second General Assembly — Brussels (tbc)

For further details on any of these CONCORD-related activities please do not hesitate to contact the CONCORD
Secretariat or check the extranet.

OTHER NEWSLETTERS

+ Have a look at the newsletters of CONCORD members
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Trialog: latest news of this project aiming to raise awareness of development issues in the enlarged EU and to
strengthen dialogue and partnerships between development NGOs in accession countries, EU countries and
developing countries.

Deeep (Development Education Exchange in Europe Project): this second issue of Development Education Times
will provide you with information on upcoming events, resources and publications related to development education
as well as a range of articles dealing with funding opportunities for Development NGOs.

CSCG (Civil Society Contact Group): the CSCG brings together eight large European NGO platforms in the
following fields: culture (EFAH), development (CONCORD), environment (Green 10), human rights (HRDN),
lifelong learning (EUCIS), public health (EPHA), social (Social Platform) and women (EWL) to develop the dialogue
between civil society organisations and the European institutions as an essential part of strengthening participatory
democracy.

Euforic News: click here to subscribe and discover the latest news about development.
German NGO Presidency : Newsletter No 4 of the EU Presidency Project of VENRO (12th April 2007)
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