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What are CONCORD’s resolutions for the new year? In 2007, 
CONCORD will reorganise itself to boost its efficiency and improve 
linkages between members and with the rest of the civil society, in 
particular the South.  Better quality work on aid, gender, migration, 
development education and of course Africa are top of the list.   
 
Want to know more?  
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A WORD FROM THE DIRECTOR ON CONCORD’S PRIORITIES FOR 2007 
 
 
Dear CONCORD members and readers of CONCORD Flash, 
 
CONCORD is now four years old. The “assessment and adjustment” process highlighted that the members of our 
Confederation feel that the greatest challenge facing CONCORD is to heighten the political impact of European NGOs. 
To do this, we need to improve the structuring of our advocacy work with our partners in the South and strengthen 
CONCORD’s strategic alliances with other sectors of European civil society. This is our road map for 2007.   
 
This year presents us with a serious opportunity for mobilising all our resources and talents in order to have a 
significant influence on a major political process: the future of relations between the European Union (EU) and 
Africa.  A future that is uncertain, because it is constantly evolving under pressure from new political, economic and 
social agendas.   
 
Although the Cotonou Agreement, which officially (it is an international treaty) governs relations between the EU and 
the ACP countries (Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific), is supposed to be in force for 20 years, many initiatives are 
being taken between the EU and Africa (which represents the vast majority of ACP countries) to redefine the strategy 
between the two continents.  This is the background against which the EU and the African Union (AU) are speeding up 
their approval of a new political framework entitled “The EU and Africa: towards a new strategic partnership". 
 
This is not just one more statement…  It is actually about redefining the priorities for the partnership between the two 
regions, primarily to tackle what EU officials call “the new challenges” – security, migration, energy, the position of 
North African countries (which do not belong to the ACP and are at present covered by the EU’s neighbourhood 
policy), the process of regional integration in Africa (AU), new economic partnership agreements (EPAs), priorities for 
aid to Africa (in particular through the current negotiations on the 10th European Development Fund, or EDF), etc. 
 
Each of these issues deserves the fullest attention from European and African civil society.  The links between these 
various issues are just as strategic: new conditionality, new priorities, coherence for development (something the 
European Commission and Member States committed themselves to at the end of 2005), institutional coherence 
between policies, programming, financing and implementation, etc.  
 
It is a highly complex agenda, but what CONCORD is asking of political leaders in Europe is far simpler, and more 
urgent: stop this mad rush!  Give the players involved – in particular the African States, institutions and civil society – 
time to start debates in their own countries on the colossal implications that all these agreements will have on the lives 
of millions of citizens in Africa and on the nature of the political relationship between the two regions! 
 
This year the EU is celebrating its 50th anniversary.  Colonialist Europe formally began to leave Africa 50 years ago 
too.  The African Union, for its part, is only five years old.  These anniversaries must be seen as an opportunity for 
thinking again, in depth, about what relationship Europe and Africa will have in the coming decades.  The EU must 
apply and respect the founding principle of its relationship with the ACP countries: true partnership, based on 
ownership. It is not responsible, or reasonable, for the EU to plan to finalise these negotiations (EU/Africa strategy, 
Economic Partnership Agreements, 10th EDF, etc.) in under seven months.  
 
CONCORD is already mobilising – with all our members, with our African partners and with other sectors of European 
civil society – to make our EU decision-makers listen to reason: give it time! Consult the national and regional 
parliaments (in both Europe and Africa)! Involve civil society in each country! Negotiate transparently and inclusively!  
Give society in each of our continents a chance to feel that they are partners and players in this new partnership!  
 
Let’s not forget, now that it is 50 years old, that the EU – enlarged to encompass 27 countries – also needs to make up 
for its participation deficit in relation to its citizens and reconstruct its vision of the future and its place in the world.  
 
Without this extra time and without real democratic debates in each region and between the EU and Africa, it is very 
unlikely that the people and civil society concerned will feel committed to these new relations which our politicians are 
intending to put in place in the name of ‘mutual interests’. 
 
So this is the great challenge for 2007, and, we hope, an opportunity for more in-depth dialogue between us all 
(institutions, governments, parliaments and civil society) in the years to come. 
 
 
Olivier Consolo 
 Director of CONCORD (aconsolo@concordeurope.org)  

mailto:aconsolo@concordeurope.org
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CONCORD IN ACTION 
 
Palermo Process: new methods needed for dialogue on development  
Remember the Palermo Process?  It all started in 2003 with a series of meetings on the future shape of budget lines 
designed for civil society, i.e. the co-financing of NGOs (currently known as the Non-State Actors' programme).    
 
In October 2003 there was a big seminar in Palermo bringing together the European Commission, European 
Parliament, Member States and civil society (CONCORD and other stakeholders).  The idea was to create an informal 
forum in which the players could debate about major developments and issues in European development aid in order 
to complement, informally, the official consultation procedures of the European Commission.  In November 2006 local 
authorities, labour unions and independent political foundations also joined in.  Since then the Palermo Process has 
held a couple of yearly stakeholders’ meetings and three seminars.  This process has provided an open space where 
CONCORD could work on particular topics with the European Commission, and this has helped to develop relations 
between CONCORD and the representatives of Member States. 
 
CONCORD believes, however, that the Palermo Process would now benefit from clearer objectives and outcomes and 
better advance planning, information flow, follow-up and coordination.  Because the existing procedures for dialogue 
and involvement are unsuitable - too formal, too late in the process or too unpredictable - CONCORD proposes to try 
out new methods.   
 
On this subject, the Civil Society Contact Group (an alliance of the 8 largest NGO coalitions at EU level) has just 
published a comparative study on dialogue between civil society organisations and the EU institutions, entitled: Civil 
dialogue: making it work better.  The study is introduced by Commissioner Wallström and provides concrete proposals 
on improving current practices.  
 
For more information: Alwin Loeckx aloeckx@concordeurope.org  
 
 

 
ACTION OF THE MONTH 

 
Meet the Development Working Group of the European Council 

 
Under an initiative started under the Austrian presidency, a CONCORD delegation met informally with Member 
States’ representatives from the Development Working Group (CODEV) of the European Council on 7 
December and 1 February 2007. These meetings create new spaces for dialogue and direct exchange between 
the Council and NGOs and are quite fruitful.  
 
The recent exchanges focused on the negotiations on the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA) with ACP 
countries, energy security and the implementation of the Development Co-operation Instrument (DCI). 
Because the meetings took place during a critical phase in the EPA negotiations with ACP countries, which are 
supposed to conclude this year, European NGOs called on the representatives of Member States to delay the 
negotiations in order to ensure that EPAs are good development tools.  
 
CONCORD looks forward to pursuing the dialogue with the Council in the future and to continuing to contribute 
to Member States’ reflection. The Slovenian government, which will take over the presidency in the first half of 
2008, has already agreed to meet CONCORD.  In the meantime, CONCORD will try to meet the Portuguese 
representation to discuss this further. 
 
For more information: Ester Asin Martínez (ester.asin@concordeurope.org). 
 

  
 

Three presidencies in one! 
After Austria and Finland it is going to be the turn of Germany, Portugal and Slovenia to draw up a joint programme for 
their presidencies of the European Union, the last of which will end half-way through 2008.  
 
At the core of their programme affecting developing or emerging countries is, of course, Africa.  But there are also 
migration, sustainable development, complementarity between donors, the effectiveness of EU aid and – 2007 being 
European Year of Equal Opportunities – gender issues.  The German presidency will work in particular on women and 

http://www.concordeurope.org/download.cfm?media=pdfUK&id=1750
http://www.concordeurope.org/download.cfm?media=pdfUK&id=1750
mailto:aloeckx@concordeurope.org
mailto:ester.asin@concordeurope.org
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education, while Portugal will develop indicators on the feminisation of poverty and Slovenia, indicators on the position 
of girls and young women in society.  
 
The gender issue will also be raised when the EU-Africa strategy is introduced, notably at the EU-Africa summit in 
Lisbon next autumn and in Slovenia at the EU-ACP summit.  The integration of the ACP countries into the world 
economy remains a priority for the institutions, and the negotiations on the Economic Partnership Agreements should 
be completed by the end of 2007.  
 
Where development policy is concerned, the three presidencies are going to concentrate mainly on the introduction of 
the European development consensus, the Monterrey commitments and the increase in official development aid.  
 
And we mustn’t forget this year’s major issue: migration. The three presidencies have undertaken to ensure regular 
dialogue, to cooperate with countries of origin and to assess readmission agreements.  We should therefore be seeing 
the drafting of an EU strategy on legal migration.  If so, it will be no surprise to see the European Commission’s policy 
on consistency putting special emphasis on the links between development and migration and taking into account 
integration, internal security and the fight against trafficking in human beings.  
 
Nor has enlargement been forgotten.  The negotiations on the accession of Croatia, Turkey and the Republic of 
Macedonia will continue.  And the EU’s neighbourhood policy will be evaluated and strengthened in order to promote 
security, stability and prosperity.  
 
For more information: Agnès Philippart (aphilippart@concordeurope.org) or see the German website   
 
 
Is the European Commission’s standard contract clear enough?  
CONCORD is happy to present its Reader on the 2003 version of the EuropeAid Grant Standard Contract for external 
actions.  A quick reminder of what a standard contract is: drawn up by the EuropeAid Co-operation Office, it applies 
specifically to grants awarded by the Commission within the framework of external actions. The Standard Grant 
Contract may be found on the EuropeAid website 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/tender/gestion/cont_typ/st/index_en.htm. The Reader was compiled in 2004 - 2006 by 
CONCORD, in regular meetings with EuropeAid unit 'Financial and contractual matters' whose head is M. Salord.   
  
The Reader gives a clear explanation of all articles in the Standard Contract and also points out differences between it 
and the 2000 version. The European Commission endorses the work that has been done on the Reader.  He is 
confident that it will help CONCORD members and other NGOs to deal better with different contractual issues to do 
with the implementation of the Grant Contract, even though final interpretation remains the responsibility of the 
European Commission. 
  
CONCORD would like to thank Mr Salord and his team for the constructive meetings and exchanges that have resulted 
in this reader.  Many thanks also go to Alexandra Mège and the rest of the FDR subgroup for their excellent work.  In 
this Reader, the Confederation has yet another clear example of how intense specialist work by a group of its members 
is useful to all CONCORD members and other NGOs in their day-to-day work. The Reader is now available on the 
CONCORD website. 
   
For more information: Alwin Loeckx (aloeckx@concordeurope.org) 
 
 
Bringing ‘Gender’ to life  
NGOs are concerned about the promotion of gender equality in development.  Of course, the European Commission 
has committed itself to promoting gender equality and equal rights.  But this promise could well be just another of the 
many 'sleeping beauties' slumbering in the drawer of the European Commission unless it is translated into meaningful 
action and results on the ground.   
Last December, CONCORD’s Gender & Development Task Force therefore wrote directly to Mr Louis Michel, 
Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, asking him to bring it to life in the context of the “Investing in 
People” thematic programme, the only one specifically dedicated to the promotion of gender equality. In a nutshell, 
CONCORD’s letter urges the Commission to: 
♦ Allocate a substantial part of the budget on human and social development to the promotion of gender equality and 

women’s and girl children’s rights.  
♦ Mainstream gender, both within the “Investing in People” thematic programme and within all the other thematic 

programmes.  

mailto:aphilippart@concordeurope.org
http://www.eu2007.de/includes/Download_Dokumente/Trio-Programm/trioenglish.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/tender/gestion/cont_typ/st/index_en.htm
http://www.concordeurope.org/
mailto:aloeckx@concordeurope.org
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♦ Ensure that gender analysis is included as part of the programming process, and provide sex-disaggregated data 
and gender-sensitive indicators. 

♦ Ensure genuine participation by women and girl children in their own development, at programming, advocacy, 
monitoring and evaluation levels – participation being a key to their empowerment.  

♦ Include at least one specific action on the promotion of gender equality and women’s rights in each theme of the 
thematic programme. 

 
Let's see if Commissioner Michel will welcome these suggestions and take them on board… 
 
For more information or to view the full letter, contact: newing@concordeurope.org  
 
 
European Development Fund programming.  Will the EU deliver on its promises?  
The European development aid plays a major role in setting the agenda and addressing challenges for the years to 
come. The 9th European Development Fund is currently being implemented in different African, Caribbean and Pacific 
countries (ACP). Negotiations and consultations for the 10th EDF are in a crucial phase. Over the coming months, ACP 
ministers and parliaments will have to give their approval to the proposals prepared by the European Commission and 
the National Authorising Officers. The aid negotiations go hand in hand with the negotiations for the Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs). 
 
European NGOs are concerned that the programming process for the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) is likely 
to increase the accountability of ACP governments to the EU, as a donor and a trade partner, rather than strengthening 
the ways in which ACP governments can be accountable to their own citizens and parliaments, as promoted in the 
Cotonou Agreement. CONCORD’s Cotonou Working Group has therefore published a briefing on the programming 
process for the 10th European Development Fund. Three key challenges arise in the 10th EDF programming process: 

♦ Ownership: imposed priorities and additional conditionalities 
♦ Participation: national parliaments and civil society left out of the process 
♦ Prioritising people’s needs and rights: governance and competitiveness replacing women’s rights, health and 

education 
 
European NGOs therefore call on ACP and EU Member States as well as on the European Commission to slow down 
the process of negotiating 10th EDF country strategy papers, to ensure that ACP national parliaments and civil society 
can participate in drawing up the priorities for European aid. 
 
On 27 and 28 February, European NGOs organised in the Cotonou Working Group will invite several ACP partners to 
discuss the implementation of 9th EDF programming process and preparations for the 10th EDF. 
 
For more information: Rein Antonissen (rein.antonissen@11.be), Ester Asín (ester.asin@concordeurope.org)  

 

 

STOP PRESS 
 
Civil Society Contact Group, a driving force in Europe  
What’s new for the Civil Society Contact Group (CSCG) in 2007?  The aim of this group – which is composed of eight 
of the largest NGO sectors in Europe1, and includes CONCORD – is to defend civil society’s interests and rights on 
general issues affecting NGOs.  
 
Its main focus for 2007 is participatory democracy in all its many and varied forms.  On the 50th anniversary of the 
Treaty of Rome it will be championing the European cause by producing its own statement on the European Union’s 
values and commitments, as a counterweight to the official statement issued by the institutions.  This critical reflection 
will be accompanied by a strategy to relaunch the European Constitution and prepare for the EU elections in 2009, in 
order to get EU citizens more involved in the future of the European Union.  
 
As in 2006, the CSCG will continue to fight to improve communication between civil society and the institutions, 
disseminating its study entitled "Civil dialogue: making it work better".  In this context it will meet the Secretary-General 

                                                 
1 Culture (EFAH),  development (CONCORD), environment (Green 10),  human rights (HRDN), lifelong learning 

(EUCIS),  public health (EPHA), social (Social Platform) and women (EWL): www.act4europe.org  

mailto:newing@concordeurope.org
mailto:rein.antonissen@11.be
mailto:ester.asin@concordeurope.org
http://www.act4europe.org/
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of the European Commission to discuss the lack of consistency in the dialogue procedures of the Commission’s 
directorate-generals and call for greater transparency in access to the papers and decisions of the Council of the 
European Union.  Another institution, the EU’s Economic and Social Committee, which advises the other institutions, 
will have its role critically examined, notably by the liaison group responsible for representing the voluntary sector, to 
which CONCORD belongs.  In 2007 the CSCG will be kept on tenterhooks by DG Justice’s proposal to draw up a code 
of conduct for civil society organisations to prevent them from being used to fund terrorist networks.  This proposal, 
launched in 2005, has been greatly delayed, and the CSCG is extremely vigilant about the impact its implementation 
could have on NGOs.  
 
Financing, the spearhead of the European Union, will be kept under close observation.  The CSCG wants to collect all 
the papers produced by NGOs on the challenges faced by NGOs in obtaining funding so that it can prepare a common 
position in 2007.  A meeting on the implementation of the new foreign policy instruments for 2007-2013 will 
demonstrate the opportunities and problems they present for NGOs in the various sectors, and will facilitate the drafting 
of a common action strategy for 2008-2009. 
 
And since unity is strength, the Civil Society Contact Group will step up interaction between the experts in the eight 
sectors, at both EU and Member-State level, in order to encourage the sharing of experience and joint working on the 
issues of concern to the different sectors of civil society.  

 
For more information: Agnès Philippart (aphilippart@concordeurope.org)  
 

 
THE EUROPE FILES   
 
This column reports on the new appointments made in the past month, both in development NGOs and in the EU 
institutions. 
 
European NGOs  

 Solidar: Andrea Maksimovic has replaced Ian Derry as the new International Cooperation Coordinator at Solidar 
and will work on trade and globalisation work.  Tel: +32 (0)2 500 10 27(andrea@solidar.org).  Elizabeth Tapper is 
the new Communications Officer. Tel.: + 32 2 5001034- Email: elizabeth@solidar.org 

 CBMI: Barbara Oosters is now working in the Netherlands. From now on, please contact Catherine Naughton at 
the EU Liaison Office of Christian Blind Mission International. Tel.: +32 (0) 2 2569000 - 
catherine.naughton@cbmi.net 

 Plan Europe: Deepali Sood is on maternity leave till August. Please contact Anaïs Pagès (anais.pages@plan-
international.org) or Sharon Moynihan (moynihan@plan-international.org), EU Policy Officers.  Welcome also to 
the new trainee, Maureen Hick (maureen.hick@plan-international.org).  New address: 27 Galerie Ravenstein, 
4th floor, 1000 Brussels. Telephone numbers remain the same. 

 Wide: Valérie Echard is WIDE Coordinator since January: valerie@wide-network.org Nerea Craviotto is the new 
chair of CONCORD’s Gender Sub-group: nerea@wide-network.org 

 KEHYS: Saara Lehmuskoski started a new job at FinnChurchAid in Helsinki on 1 Dec. 2006. From now on, please 
contact EU Project Advisor Veera Pensala (veera.pensala@kehys.fi)  

 ActionAid International European Union Office: Robert Shaw is the new Media and Advocacy Officer, replacing 
Alexandre Polack who has left for Latin America. Tel.: +32(0) 2 503 24 22.  Email: robert.shaw@actionaid.org. 
Marta Monteso Cullell is HIV/AIDS Policy and Campaigns Officer: Marta.Monteso@actionaid.org. She will monitor 
the work of CONCORD’s Cotonou group.  

 BOND: Dragan Nastic has left BOND and moved on to UNICEF United Kingdom.  
 Guillaume Legaut from CIDSE has joined FINANSOL as director. New contact details: 

guillaume.legaut@finansol.org. Tel.: +33.1.53.36.80.60. 
 The Brussels office of Save the Children has new e-mail addresses.  General: info@savethechildren.be, Olivia 

Lind Haldorsson: olivia.lind@savethechildren.be, Tanya Cox: tanya.cox@savethechildren.be, Esperance Kana: 
e.kana@savethechildren.be  

 World vision EU office new address from 1 February 2007: 33 Rue Livingstone, 1000 Brussels, Belgium.  Tel.: 
+32 (0) 2.230. 1621 www.wveurope.org 

 
EU institutions  

 European Parliament:  
New members:  

mailto:andrea@solidar.org
mailto:elizabeth@solidar.org
mailto:catherine.naughton@cbmi.net
mailto:anais.pages@plan-international.org
mailto:anais.pages@plan-international.org
mailto:moynihan@plan-international.org
mailto:maureen.hick@plan-international.org
mailto:valerie@wide-network.org
mailto:nerea@wide-network.org
mailto:veera.pensala@kehys.fi
mailto:robert.shaw@actionaid.org
mailto:Marta.Monteso@actionaid.org
mailto:info@savethechildren.be
mailto:olivia.lind@savethechildren.be
mailto:tanya.cox@savethechildren.be
mailto:e.kana@savethechildren.be
http://www.wveurope.org/
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♦ The Danish MEP KRARUP, Ole (GUE-NGL) has been replaced by SØNDERGAARD, Søren Bo. Ms 
BERGER, Maria (Austria-PSE) is no longer an MEP.   

As a result of the enlargement of the European Union, 18 Bulgarian representatives and 32 Romanian ones have 
become members of the European Parliament (MEPs): 

♦ Bulgaria - 18 MEPs: DIMITROV, Konstantin (EPP-ED), DIMITROV, Martin (EPP-ED), DIMITROV, Philip 
Dimitrov (EPP-ED), BLIZNASHKI, Georgi (PSE), CHERVENYAKOV, Mladen Petrov (PSE), KIRILOV, Evgeni 
(PSE), LYUBCHEVA, Marusya Ivanova (PSE), PAPARIZOV, Atanas (PSE), VIGENIN, Kristian (PSE), 
PARVANOVA, Antonyia ( ALDE), ALI, Nedzhmi (ALDE), HUSMENOVA, Filiz (ALDE), ILCHEV, 
Stanimir(ALDE), CHRISTOVA, Christina (ALDE), KAZAK, Tchetin (ALDE), SHOULEVA, Lydia (ALDE), 
SOFIANSKI, Stefan (ALDE), STOYANOV, Dimitar (ITS) 

♦ Romania -35 MEPs: ANASTASE, Roberta Alma (EPP-ED), IACOB-RIDZI, Monica Maria (EPP-ED), GANŢ, 
Ovidiu Victor (EPP-ED), KÓNYA-HAMAR, Sándor (EPP-ED), MARINESCU, Marian-Jean (EPP-ED), PETRE, 
Maria (EPP-ED), SZABÓ, Károly Ferenc (EPP-ED), TÎRLE, Radu (EPP-ED), ATHANASIU, Alexandru (PSE), 
CREŢU, Corina (PSE), CORLĂŢEAN, Titus (PSE), CREŢU, Gabriela (PSE), DUMITRESCU, Cristian, 
(PSE),MIHALACHE, Dan (PSE), PAŞCU, Ioan Mircea (PSE), PODGOREAN, Radu (PSE) DÎNCU, Vasile 
(PSE), SÂRBU, Daciana Octavia (PSE), SEVERIN, Adrian (PSE), ŢICĂU, Silvia Adriana (PSE), 
BĂRBULEŢIU, Tiberiu (ALDE), CIORNEI, Silvia (ALDE), CIOROIANU, Adrian Mihai (ALDE), MORŢUN, 
Alexandru Ioan (ALDE),COŞEA, Dumitru Gheorghe Mircea (ALDE), HELLVIG, Eduard Raul (ALDE), 
KELEMEN, Atilla Béla Ladislau (ALDE), , ŞERBU, Gheorghe Vergil (ALDE), SILAGHI, Ovidiu Ioan (ALDE), 
VĂLEAN, Adina Ioana (ALDE), MIHĂESCU, Eugen (ITS), MOISUC, Viorica Pompilia Georgeta (ITS), 
BURUIANĂ-APRODU, Daniela (ITS), POPEANGĂ, Petre (ITS), STĂNESCU, Cristian (ITS). 

Political groups:  
♦ Consequently, the number of MEPs by group is now as follows: out of 784 MEPS (instead of 732), there are 

277 EPP-ED (Group of the European People's Party and European Democrats), 218 PSE (Socialist group), 
106 ALDE (Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe), 44 UEN (Union for Europe of the 
Nations Group), 42 Green (Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance), 41 GUE-NGL (Confederal Group of 
the European United Left - Nordic Green Left), 23 ID (Independence & Democracy). The new ITS (Identity, 
Tradition and Sovereignty) Group has 20 MEPs, while 14 remain unattached to any political group through 
lack of shared values.  

♦ There is no fundamental change in the balance between parties.  The right wing (EPP-ED, UEN = 
311MEPs) still outnumbers the left (PSE, GUE-NGL= 258 MEPs).  The liberal ALDE group (which consists of 
centrists both from the centre-right and centre-left) is still the third largest party but it has been reinforced 
since some Bulgarians and Romanians have joined it.  Like the Green party, the ALDE gives its preference to 
right or left depending on the issue involved, but only the ALDE has enough members to shift the balance in a 
vote.  The UEN has slightly outnumbered the Greens. The new ITS group, like the nationalist ID group, can 
make more noise than damage.  After the next European elections, in 2009, the figure of 785 will fall to 736. 
For more information on the national distribution of MEPs amongst political parties, see: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert.do?language=EN.  

♦ Joseph Daul, President of the parliamentary committee on agriculture since 2002, has been elected 
President of the Christian-Democratic groups in the European Parliament (EPP-ED).  During its term of office 
he wants to focus on 10 “agreements” on "security, employment, competitiveness, solidarity, energy, the 
environment, global warming, food safety and the resources of the EU”. 

Seat changes in the European Parliament:  half-way through its term of office, the European Parliament 
elects new presidents and vice-presidents, and members are allowed to change their membership of 
committees and delegations.  

♦ New President of the European Parliament: Mr Hans-Gert Poettering (EPP-ED, German). His aims are a 
united Europe in which all nations have their say. Human dignity, respect for the law and solidarity between 
the peoples of Europe will be the principles underpinning his commitment until the election in 2009.   

♦ The 14 new Vice-Presidents are:  Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (EPP-ED, Greece), Alejo Vidal-Quadras (EPP-
ED, Spain), Gérard Onesta (Greens/EFA, France), Edward McMillan-Scott (EPP-ED, UK), Mario Mauro 
(EPP-ED, Italy), Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez (PSE, Spain), Luigi Cocilovo (ALDE, Italy), Mechtild Rothe 
(PSE, Germany), Luisa Morgantini (GUE/NGL, Italy), Pierre Moscovici (PSE, France), Manuel António dos 
Santos (PSE, Portugal), Diana Wallis (ALDE, UK), Marek Siwiec (PSE, Poland), and Adam Bielan (UEN, 
Poland). 

♦ New presidents of the European Parliament committees:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewOutgoing.do?language=EN&id=1919
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37676
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewOutgoing.do?language=EN&id=2285
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37488
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34252
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37526
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37526
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34230
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37525
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34231
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37524
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34229
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34232
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34234
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34250
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34249
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34235
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34235
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34248
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34251
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34236
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34256
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34254
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33964
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33987
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33979
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33979
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33988
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33982
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34002
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34002
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34004
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34005
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33994
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33997
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33968
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33977
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33978
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=36696
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33984
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33985
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33998
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33990
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=36281
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33967
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33995
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33996
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34482
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34482
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33976
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37448
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33981
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37451
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33991
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37324
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=34000
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37450
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33966
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=33986
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/inOut/viewIncoming.do?language=EN&id=37449
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1533&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1534&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1550&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1539&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1538&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1537&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1554&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=2345&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert/groupAndCountry/search.do?group=1541&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/expert.do?language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/members/public/yourMep/view.do?name=poettering&partNumber=1&language=EN&id=1253
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− EPP-DE: J. Saryusz-Wolski (Poland) for foreign affairs, German Reimer Boege for the budgets 
committee, Czech Miroslav Ouzký for the environment, German Angelika Niebler for industry, research 
and energy, Spaniard Gerardo Galeote for regional development, Briton Neil Parish for agriculture, Italian 
Giuseppe Gargani for legal affairs, Slovak Anna Zaborska for women's rights and gender equality, and 
Karl von Wogau for security and defence. 

− Socialist group: apart from Mr Borrell and Austrian Social Democrat Herbert Bösch, who are taking on 
development and budgetary control respectively, no change in the other socialist committee 
chairmanships: Frenchwoman Pervenche Berès stays at economic and financial affairs, German Social 
Democrat Jo Leinen at constitutional affairs, British Labour MEP Arlene McCarthy at internal market and 
consumer protection, Greek Nikolaos Sifunakis at culture and education and Swede Jan Andersson at 
employment and social affairs. 

− Greens: Frenchwoman Hélène Flautre stays as chairwoman of the human rights sub-committee, which is 
to be made up to a full Parliamentary committee before the summer.  

− The GUE/NGL Group got the international trade committee with German Helmuth Markov in the chair. He 
succeeds Enrique Barón Crespo, who remains leader of the Spanish Socialist delegation.  

− ALDE: no change for Frenchmen Philippe Morillon and Jean-Marie Cavada who remain at fisheries and 
civil liberties respectively, with Italian Paolo Costa at transport.  

NB:  In the summer, the sub-committee on human rights will become a full committee. If you want to watch the 
plenary sessions of the European Parliament from your office, click here. 
 

 European Commission: 2 new Commissionners: Ms Meglena Kuneva (Bulgaria) in charge of consumer 
protection and Mr Leonard Orban (Romania) in charge of multilingualism. 
 

 Council of the European Union: the European Union now has 27 Member States and 492.8 million 
inhabitants. There is therefore a new weighting of votes: the qualified majority for votes in the Council is set at 255 
votes in favour out of a total of 345, cast by at least 14 Member States out of 27. In addition, a Member State may 
request verification that the qualified majority represents at least 62% of the population of the EU (for 2007 the 
threshold is established as 305.5 million people out of a total of 492.8 million).  
The distribution of votes is as follows: 29 votes for Germany, France, Italy and the United Kingdom; 27 votes for 
Spain and Poland; 14 votes for Romania; 13 votes for the Netherlands; 12 votes for Belgium, the Czech Republic, 
Greece, Hungary and Portugal; 10 votes for Austria, Sweden and Bulgaria; 7 votes for Denmark, Ireland, 
Lithuania, Slovakia and Finland; 4 votes for Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Luxembourg and Slovenia; 3 votes for Malta. 
 

 
CONFERENCES ORGANISED BY CONCORD AND ITS MEMBERS  
 
2007 

 15-16 February: Training on networking and capacities for the Finish, Estonian and Swedish Development NGOs 
(FEST) – Sweden 

 27-28 February: Cotonou WG Seminar on the programming of the European Development Fund – Brussels  
 12 March: Pan-european conference for the German Presidency on European Partnership Agreements and Africa 

– Bonn. Contact: easin@concordeurope.org or VENRO 
 14 March: Training on internet new tools at CONCORD – Brussels. Co-organised with Euforic: info@euforic.org   
 25-26 March: TRIALOG central training – Estonia or Romania (tbc). Info: www.trialog.or.at  
 25 June - 2 July: DEEEP Summer school on "Achieving the MDGs: the role of development education" – Slovakia. 

Info: www.deeep.org – Zuzana Deáková, secretariat@mvro.sk or Angelo Caserta, DEEEP Co-ordinator, 
a.caserta@deeep.org.  

2008 
 Summer: DEEEP Summer School on citizens' involvement – Belgium or the Netherlands (tbc) 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING WORK MEETINGS  
 

 8 February: European Food Security Group – Brussels 
 9 February: Cotonou Working Group meeting – Brussels 
 13 February: CONCORD Board meeting – Brussels 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-10270-247-09-36-901-20060904STO10269-2006-04-09-2006/default_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/interests/kuneva/interests_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/vod/hearings_en.htm?&Ex=audit&Date=20061127
mailto:easin@concordeurope.org
http://h/1wahs0jh8ebt2/?v=b&cs=wh&to=info@euforic.org
http://www.trialog.or.at/
http://www.deeep.org/
mailto:secretariat@mvro.sk
mailto:a.caserta@deeep.org
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 13 March: Policy WG meeting – Bonn 
 20-21 March: FDR meeting – Brussels 
 25 or 26 April: Advisory Group (tbc) 
 13 April: CONCORD Board meeting – Brussels 
 23-25 May: Development Education Forum – Luxembourg (tbc) 
 7-8 June: CONCORD General Assembly – Brussels 
 12-13 June: FDR meeting – Brussels 
 28 June: CONCORD Board meeting Brussels 
 6 September: Advisory group (tied to Aid Watch seminar) – Brussels (tbc) 
 25 September: CONCORD Board meeting – Brussels 
 23-24 October: FDR meeting – Brussels 
 24-25 October: Development Education Forum – Brussels 
 26 November: Advisory Group – Brussels  
 27-28 November: second CONCORD General Assembly – Brussels (tbc) 

 

For further details on any of these CONCORD-related activities, do not hesitate to contact the CONCORD Secretariat 
or check the extranet. 
 
 
OTHER NEWSLETTERS 
 
Have a look at the newsletter of CONCORD members, click here  
 
Trialog - January issue: http://www.trialog.or.at/docs/tis_29_01_07.pdf  

CSCG: http://act4europe.horus.be/module/FileLib/BULLETIN_45.pdf  If you wish to get regular news, register on: 
http://www.act4europe.org/code/en/act4.asp?Page=8&menuPage=8

Euforic News: click here to subscribe and find out the latest news about development 
 
The first EU Coherence Newsletter has been published.  It contains, among other things, an article about the 
European institutions’ system for monitoring policy coherence for development which the Evert Vermeer Foundation 
developed over the year 2006 in partnership with CONCORD.  More information on www.eucoherence.org.  To 
register for their newsletter, click here
 
 

 

http://www.concordeurope.org/view.cfm?idref=PUB18&tab1=publications
http://www.trialog.or.at/docs/tis_29_01_07.pdf
http://act4europe.horus.be/module/FileLib/BULLETIN_45.pdf
http://www.act4europe.org/code/en/act4.asp?Page=8&menuPage=8
http://www.eucoherence.org/
http://evertvermeerstic.email-service5.nl/nct32517/eFsagWBf
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